ICPE2018

' ICPE-SATP-WITS 208
] | - 5 October 2018

Misty Hills Hotel and Conference Centre
Muldersdrift, Johannesburg, South Africa

UNIVERSITY OF THE
WITWATERSRAND,
JOHANNESBURG

Tuesday, 2 October 2018 17:35 (1 minute)

The study of the ancient Mesopotamian units of measurement and the mathematics involved in it provides
several components that could be used for physics, mathematics and history of science teaching. Studying
the known clay tablets it is possible to learn their mathematics, how the art of teaching started, how the first
numbers were represented and what were their purposes, as the ancient calculus of area, volume, weight,
time and others and learn the origin of other mathematics and science concepts. The circle with 360 de-
grees, watches with 12 divisions and the year made of 12 months are some examples of the influence of the
Mesopotamian’smathematics and system of measurement in our culture, what can be very interesting for
students that have no interest in math and physics classes and even more to who have interest in those mat-
ters, this paper have the purpose of showing some knowledge in that area and some possible uses of that for
teaching.
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