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ABSTRACT

Physics research is known to unlock mysteries of the Universe and the world we live in. Many innovations and
discoveries are enabled by understanding concepts in physics. The great achievements of world physists have
not inspired many youths to enrolling for physics at secondary level or at courses requiring physics as core in
tertiary institutions. A very big working and adult population is not literate in physics and this leads to under
achievement of the many challenges of our times e.g. sustainable sources of future energy, understanding our
changing climate and global food security, managing technologies used daily e.g. computers, smartphones,
and GPS devices and sustaining quality lives for example in healthcare and treatment of diseases like cancer. A
population that is not physics literate may not cope with demands and sustainability of space industry, liquid-
crystal displays, optic fibers, cancer treatment, energy efficiency, data storage and detecting of explosives and
pollutants among the many challenges of our time. Many reasons ranging from the quality of teachers to low
motivation among the learners as well as poor teaching methods have been identified for apathy shown in the
enrolment of physics at all levels. This paper aim at bringing out what needs to be done to produce a literate
society in physics for sustainability of critical development in Kenya.
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