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In a recent interview, Stirling Prize winning Architect Amanda Levete said that when she was young, in the
sixties, being naughty was considered cool but in the 21st Century it is cool to be clever. It is contended in this
paper that there are different kinds of ‘clever’. In the age of Google , we argue, it is not fact knowledge but
rather creative problem solving that attracts a student to science. We review a number of example activities
in Newtonian mechanics, chemical dynamics and gas laws and show ways in which a particular experimental
structure can captivate a student’s imagination. We conclude with a short philosophical discussion on the
need for an educational paradigm shift in 2017, where, as it is remarked at ShiftHappens.com : we are now
educating students to solve problems we don’t have, to do jobs that don’t exist and to use technology that has
not been invented.
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