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Sprites are the electrical discharge that occurs over an active thunderstorm in the mesosphere. Recent studies
suggest that sprite initiation could affect the chemistry of the middle atmosphere or interfere with long-range
distance communication through the lower ionosphere. Sprite research has been actively conducted in all
other continents excluding Africa, which has been termed a “dark continent” due to the infrastructural limi-
tation to contribute to this study. This paper describes the effort made by the South African National Space
Agency to conduct middle atmospheric research in Africa, which led to the observation of approximately 100
sprites over southern Africa during the summer of 2015/16. This study also shows that sprites over southern
Africa have the same morphology as those observed elsewhere and in most cases they occur in clusters. The
methodology used for this campaign can be applied to the study of the Transient Luminous Events in other
parts of Africa. Future plans are presented
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