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On the African continent, South Africa has been the pacesetter for Radio Astronomy, with the long established
Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy Observatory (HartRAO). The current seven-dish MeerKAT precursor array
(KAT-7) leading to the up and coming 64-dish MeerKAT and the giant Square Kilometer Array (SKA), will be
used for transformational and unprecedented radio astronomy researches that will lead to new discoveries.
Ghana which had not been known in the area of radio astronomy, has been mentored by South Africa over
the past six years and will soon stand tall in the field of radio astronomy on the continent. The country will
soon have a science-quality 32m dish converted from a redundant satellite communication antenna. It will
initially be fitted with 5 GHz and 6.7 GHz receivers to be followed later by a 1.4 - 1.7 GHz receivers. It will
be designed for use as a single dish Observatory and for participation in the developing African Very Long
Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) Network and the European VLBI network. As an African partner to the SKA,
Ghana is planned to host a remote station during SKA Phase 2. Ghana’s location of 5 degree north of the
Equator gives it the advantage of viewing the entire Milky Way and almost the entire sky. In this piece, we
present Ghana’s story in the radio astronomy scene and the science/technology that will soon be done from
there.
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