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The physics of the fragmentation region in
heavy-ion collisions

The “fragmentation region”, or far forward region, of high-energy heavy-ion collisions provides an opportu-
nity to study the quark-gluon plasma at very high densities. This region of phase space has not been studied
in detail. We present a simple model to aid in the development of intuition for the physics of the fragmenta-
tion region, including the nature of both the highly boosted matter and the resultant radiation. We find that
the fragmentation region contains two separate fluids during the early stages of the collision and we present
preliminary thermodynamical results.
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