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Natural Sciences and Physical Sciences teachers’
professional development programme at the

Department Physics and Astronomy, University of
the Western Cape

For Natural Sciences and Physical Sciences teachers’ to deliver the physics component of the CAPS curriculum
as required by the National Curriculum Statement implies that teachers have a deep understanding of the
content knowledge as well as the pedagogical content knowledge to transmit the content for effective teaching.
However, research findings have indicated that teachers find the curriculum challenging and that they were
concern that they did not have the necessary skills to deal with the content.
The South Africa Institute of Physics (SAIP) in her recommendation in the draft document “Strategic Plan
on the enhancement of Physics Training in South Africa” stated that Physics Departments at South Africa
Universities should plays a more active role in teacher training. In this presentation and overview of the
Natural Sciences and Physical Sciences teachers’ professional development programme at the department of
Physics and Astronomy, University of the Western Cape will be given and a survey of teachers perception of
the programme.
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