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Abstract content <br> &nbsp; (Max 300 words)
A small survey was conducted with 60 first-year students, where they were asked a few simple questions
concerning the Physics course they were currently busy with. The questions included the following: (a) Do
you find physics difficult? (b) Do you often do homework? (c) What more can the lecturer do to facilitate
learning?

The results show that there is a definite link between questions (a) and (b): students who find the physics
course difficult, rarely do homework. In fact, the majority of students indicate they do not do homework. This
is nothing new; it is a problem experienced by lecturers and teachers worldwide.

Yet a recurring suggestion that appears in answering question (c) should cause some concern – many students
indicated that they would appreciate it if the lecturer was to check whether homework is done on a regular
basis, to motivate them to do their part.

This seems very positive feedback at first glance, but this suggestion should be shunned: students, specifically
at first-year level, should be aware that it is their own responsibility to do the work that is expected of them.
If they are so dependent on the lecturer, truly effective learning cannot take place. Effective learning, which
implies that they must be able to apply to the knowledge they obtain, only really takes place when students
work with minimal assistance from the lecturer: where the lecturer simply facilitates and guides, to encourage
the students to discover for themselves. Students truly learn when they make a problem their own. This is the
core of the problem: how to motivate students to do this, and how this can be done effectively within Physics;
a subject which is so closely linked with reality that it should not be as much of a challenge as many believe
it to be.

This is because any sort of link with a real-life challenge can encourage creative thinking in students, which
is very much linked to learning. In this talk, we will look at one or two examples from the classroom that has
met with reasonable success.

At the very least, de-motivation of the students should be avoided, and more instances from the classroom
are used as examples of how this can be done.
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