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TheVirtual Observatory (VO) is an international astronomical community-based initiative. It is a global collab-
oration of the world’s astronomical communities under the International Virtual Observatory Alliance (IVOA).
The VO allows global access to the astronomical archival data from space and ground-based astronomical ob-
servatories, multi-wavelength catalogues and related computational resources. It is a collection of tools for
accessing and visualizingmulti-wavelength data that collectively provide a scientific environment, rather than
a physical observatory. The VO not only enable astronomers with newmode of research through the VO tools,
it also offers a great opportunities for education and public outreach. For teachers and astronomers who are
involved in promoting a better understanding of astronomy in society the VO is a powerful tool to access and
use real astronomical data needed in an educational situation.
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