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Clayey soils are traditionally used in construction of houses and shelters in African rural areas. In the Eastern
Cape province of South Africa for instance, huts and shelters are colourfully painted (a part from industrially
made and commercial paints) using traditional paints made of river bed clays and indigenous plants from the
Southern African flora. These paints are also used on traditional clay pots employed in many diverse cul-
tural applications as funerals, birth and traditional wedding rites, etc…Clayey soils are also commonly eaten
by pregnant women and by youth from both genders. The present paper will present the established cor-
relation between physical properties (particle size distribution, physical aggregate and morphology, texture,
color, plasticity, etc…), mineralogical composition, mineral-chemistry of clayey soils, CEC, adsorption abil-
ity, surface adhesion property etc…and their specific applications (pottery, paints or geophagia) for clayey
soils collected from Tzaneen, cameroon, Venda, Qwaqwa (Free State) Bugersdorp (Tzaneen) and Sedibeng
(Tzaneen).
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