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<p>This study examines the effect on the learning experiences of students of changes to the running of labo-
ratory and tutorial sessions of the first year auxiliary physics course at the University of the Witwatersrand,
between 2001 and 2010. This research is underpinned by the principles of indirect interactive instructional
skills and experiential learning. Two concerns drove this study: the first being a mismatch between the marks
awarded to students for their laboratory reports, and their subsequent performance in formal practical tests.
The second was the students’ poor engagement – and hence performance in problem solving - during tutorial
sessions. Several possible contributing factors were identified and changes were implemented in an attempt
to improve the learning experienced by the students. Three sources of data suggest that the changes have had
a positive effect on the learning of physics by the students in this course.
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