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Over the past two to three decades it has been convincingly shown that many of the learning challenges faced
by physics students are rooted in coming to understand andworkwith the specialised forms of communication
that physics uses. This communication is made up of discursive representational forms such as written and
spoken language, mathematics, graphs, gestures, sketches, diagrams, pictures, schemata, and so on. From
such a viewpoint, the teaching and learning of physics becomes inseparable from these representations and
their intended disciplinary affordances. Thus, they aught to take on special significance in our educational
practices. In the face of the recent South African Council on Higher Education and the South African Institute
of Physics Review of Undergraduate Physics Education it seems relevant to ask if they do? Three recent studies
that include selected South African university-physics education contexts will be used to discuss this issue.
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