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WIPOWIPO

�� One of 16 United Nations Specialized Agencies One of 16 United Nations Specialized Agencies 

DedicatedDedicatedto developing balanced and accessible intellectual property to developing balanced and accessible intellectual property 
systems that encourage and reward creativity and contribute to tsystems that encourage and reward creativity and contribute to the he 
economic and cultural growth to the benefit of human kind.economic and cultural growth to the benefit of human kind.

�� Headquaters located in Geneva, SwitzerlandHeadquaters located in Geneva, Switzerland

�� 184 Member States184 Member States

�� Administration of 24 international treatiesAdministration of 24 international treaties

�� Some 1,500 employeesSome 1,500 employees



WIPOWIPO
<Mandates and objectives><Mandates and objectives>

Promotion of IP systems and IP rights protection Promotion of IP systems and IP rights protection 
through cooperation among states and in through cooperation among states and in 
collaboration with other international collaboration with other international 
organizationsorganizations

•• Promoting a balanced IP system and realizing it development Promoting a balanced IP system and realizing it development 
potentialpotential

•• Strengthening IP infrastructure, institutional and human Strengthening IP infrastructure, institutional and human 
resourcesresources

•• Progressive development of international IP lawProgressive development of international IP law

•• Delivery of quality services in global IP protection systemDelivery of quality services in global IP protection system

•• Greater efficiency of mangement and support processesGreater efficiency of mangement and support processes



WIPOWIPO
< Core Activities>< Core Activities>

�� Promoting understanding of IP and realizing its Promoting understanding of IP and realizing its 
development potentialdevelopment potential

�� Legal and technical  assistance and capacity buildingLegal and technical  assistance and capacity building

�� Facilitating development of IP law and harmonization of itFacilitating development of IP law and harmonization of it

�� Harmonizing national IP legislation and proceduresHarmonizing national IP legislation and procedures

�� Providing services for international applications for Providing services for international applications for 
industrial property rightsindustrial property rights

�� Facilitating dissemination and exchange of IP informationFacilitating dissemination and exchange of IP information

�� Facilitating the resolution of private IP disputesFacilitating the resolution of private IP disputes



What is prior art?What is prior art?
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What is prior art?What is prior art?
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Characteristics of Prior Art Characteristics of Prior Art 
InformationInformation

�� ��������	���	���������������	
������������	���	���������������	
����

�	���	�	�����������	����	�������	��
�	���	�	�����������	����	�������	��

�� �	���	��	�������	����������	���	���	��	�������	����������	��   ����������
���������	�
���������	�


�� �����������
��	��	�������
���	�	�������������
��	��	�������
���	�	��
���������	����	�������	������������	����	�������	���

�� ���
�����	�������������������
���
������
�����	�������������������
���
���
��������
�������
�!��	���������������
�������
�!��	�������

��������"
��������"

�� ���������������
������
���������
��������������������
������
���������
�����

�� ��������
��#	�������������������
��#	�����������



Characteristics of Prior Art Characteristics of Prior Art 
Information Information 

�� ������	���������	��#����������	���������	��#����
�� ������
��$���
	#���	���
������
��$���
	#���	���

�� ����
������	������	�������	������
������	������	�������	��
�� �����	�	�
�������	�	���	��������
���������	�	�
�������	�	���	��������
����
�� ��������	������������
����
�������������������	������������
����
�����������

����	���	��
����	���	��

�� %

���	������������
����

�������%

���	������������
����

�������

�������	��&��	���
	��������������	��&��	���
	�������
�������	��	'��	���������	��	'��	��

�� �#���()��	��	�����������
�������#���()��	��	�����������
������
�#�	������������������#�	�����������������



Main Purposes of Prior Art SearchMain Purposes of Prior Art Search
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�� ���������	�������������	����
• Focus of Research area to avoid redundant research
• Novelty 
• State-of-the-art searches
• Decision of Patent Application (patentability searc hes)
• Patent examination searches

�� *�����*�����
• validity searches
• Legal status of patent application
• e.g., Detection of possible infringement,

�� %�����	��%�����	��
• R&D investment strategy (e.g., Preventing overlap o f investment)
• IP as economic asset
• Marketing
• Commercialization
• Competitors activities

Different Purposes of Prior Art 
Search

Different Purposes of Prior Art Different Purposes of Prior Art 
SearchSearch



Users of Prior ArtUsers of Prior Art
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Significance of Prior Art searches in Significance of Prior Art searches in 
the Process of Patent Prosecutionthe Process of Patent Prosecution
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Information Included in the Information Included in the 
Patent DocumentsPatent Documents
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Different Types of SearchDifferent Types of Search
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Method of SearchMethod of Search
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Major Source of Prior Art Major Source of Prior Art 
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NonNon --Patent LiteraturePatent Literature

�� ?�!����3�	����?�!����3�	����

����
����@����
��!	!�	���
��	��
�����������
����@����
��!	!�	���
��	��
������� "" ��2���
�
��2���
�


�� 3�	������	����3�	������	����

?����?���� $$����	����&������������
������	�	�������	����&������������
������	�	���
!	!�	���
��	��
�������!	!�	���
��	��
������� "" ��2���
�
��2���
�


�� 67��:��67��:�� "" �
������	���
�����
������	���
����



Other Important Prior Art Other Important Prior Art 
DatabasesDatabases
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� Scientific, Chemical
• Chemical Abstract (journal and patent literature re levant to 

Chemistry – each chemical compound and chemical stru cture 
searchable)

• STN International
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Human Necessities
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Baking process

Equipment for baking

Bakers’ oven

Heating arrangement
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